
 
 
 
 

John H. McConnell Scholarship 
 

The Blue Jackets players in partnership with the Columbus Blue Jackets 
Foundation established the John H. McConnell Scholarship Fund in 2008 to 
honor the life and legacy of the team’s late founder John H. McConnell.  The 
fund was created to give fans of all ages the opportunity to honor Mr. Mac and 
his deep-rooted belief in the importance of giving back to the community. 
Each year one local high school senior will be awarded a $10,000 scholarship 
who personifies his very character and leadership.   

2008-2009 Season Recipient - Harika Rayala 
 

Mr. John H. McConnell was born in Pughtown, W.Va. The son of a steel 
worker, he grew up during the Great Depression, served aboard the U.S.S. 
Saratoga during World War II and afterwards used the GI bill to enter 
Michigan State University. 

 
While working for Weirton Steel Corp., Mr. McConnell identified a niche in 
the industry for custom steel processing services. He used his 1952 
Oldsmobile as collateral for a loan and, in 1955, launched Worthington Steel.  
It would become a global company with $3 billion in steel earnings and 8,000 
employees in nearly 70 facilities.   

 
In business, Mr. McConnell’s leadership style was based on the Golden Rule: “We treat our customers, employees, 
investors and suppliers as we would like to be treated,”  It still drives the company’s culture today.  
 
Through his humanitarian and community efforts, Mr. McConnell became widely recognized as one of Columbus’  most 
generous citizens.  In 1997, Mr. McConnell led a group of investors to bring the National Hockey League to Columbus. 
The arrival of the team brought an influx of development to the arena district and community pride to Columbus.  

 
Through his work ethic, business acumen, philanthropy, sense of community and genuine desire to do the right thing for his 
customers, employees and community, Mr. McConnell became a leader, not only in Columbus, but also throughout the 
steel industry and the business world.  He also had a true passion for supporting the development of youth in our 
community. 
 
This fund is intended to reward local high school seniors who demonstrate hard work, perseverance, leadership and 
community involvement. Mr. McConnell’s legacy reflects a life guided by these characteristics.  

 
Cr iter ia 

Applicants must: 
·  be an Ohio high school senior demonstrating readiness to attend a two or four year college or university upon 

graduation 
·  have a commitment to serve their family, school, and community 
·  possess leadership qualities and a strong work ethic  
·  lead by example 
·  have a passion for improving others lives through their own means, abilities, and life 
·  be available to participate in a late-March, in-person interview should he/she become a top 3 finalist 

 
The scholarship winners will be selected annually by the Foundation’s Board of Directors and announced in the spring at 
the end of each Blue Jackets season.  For more information, contact a Foundation staff member at 614-246-3707 or 
cbjfoundation@bluejackets.com. 

10,000 in scholarship money will be awarded this year  

 



APPLICATION 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
 

Name 
 
 

Street Address         E-mail Address 
 
 

City       County    State   ZIP 
 
 

Home Phone Number       Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) 
 
 

High School Name 
  
 

High School Address    City  State    ZIP 
 
Cumulative GPA    
 
Number of family members (including you)  
 
Number of family members in college for this upcoming year (including you)  
 
Are you planning to attend (check one): 
  2 year technical school 

4 year college 
Other 

 
Colleges/ Universities to which you have been accepted: 
 
 1) 
  

2) 
  

3) 
  

4) 
  

5) 
 
Anticipated majors and minors in college?  
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GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATION 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Complete the enclosed personal information sheet. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
On a separate piece of paper, please list past/current COMMUNITY OUTREACH participation and briefly describe responsibilities 
associated with each.  
(indicate number of hours spent doing the following community service and whether the service was a school requirement or self initiated). 
 
Please use the following format.  EXAMPLE. 

Summer 2007 Flying Horse Farms – camp counselor for children with life threatening illnesses.  
Specifically responsible for coordinating Blue Jackets Foundation Sport Court activities. 

2006-present Youth Group - Attended weekly meetings and functions 
 
FAMILY AND SCHOOL 
On a separate sheet of paper, list your involvement throughout high school in the following bolded areas including dates, responsibilities, 
and total hours spent on each activity.  
School Government/ Class Office  School Organizations  Athletic or  Team Squads 
Awards/ Accomplishments  Work Exper ience 
 
Please use the following format.  EXAMPLE. 
School Government/ Class Office:  

Senior Class Officer     2008-2009 
Led senior class during school year in efforts related to service projects, fundraising, events, and graduation 

 
SHORT ANSWER AND ESSAY QUESTIONS 
1. How do you plan to use your gifts and talents to give back to the community, family, and/ or school?  How will your higher 

education and this scholarship enable you to facilitate this plan? 
2. Discuss one event or moment that has positively impacted your life.  Why?  How do you plan to use this experience to benefit others 

in your life? 
3. Describe a moment or event in your life when you were presented with a challenge or setback.  How did you overcome it and how 

did it affect your future?  How do you plan to help others overcome their challenges? 
4. What would receiving this scholarship mean to you as you reflect on Mr. McConnell’ s attributes?    
5. Please write an essay describing why you feel that it is important to leave this world better than you found it and how would you like 

to do this? 
 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
Please submit the following documents with your application. 
1. Up to Date Transcript from your high school guidance counselor. 
2. A letter of recommendation from a teacher, guidance counselor, advisor, or boss 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  NOON, MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2010 
 
APPLICATION SUBMISSION: 
·  HARD COPY APPLICATIONS ONLY (no fax/email applications) 
·  MAIL or IN PERSON DELIVERY TO: Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation 

ATTN: The John H. McConnell Scholarship 
200 W. Nationwide Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 
Note:  For in person delivery, enter through Box Office doors at the corner of Nationwide Blvd. and John H. McConnell Blvd.  Inform the 
security desk on the right that you are dropping off an application at the offices on the suite level. Take the elevator to your left up to the suite 
level, enter the office through the double glass doors and drop off to the receptionist at the front desk.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SELECTED RECIPIENT 
The selection process and announcement for this scholarship will take place in the spring at the end of the Blue Jackets hockey season.   

www.BlueJacketsFoundation.org 


